
 

 

 

America Is Hard to See 
Life Jacket Theatre Company (“Gorey: The Secret Lives of Edward Gorey”) 
introduces us to a strange community that could only be American. The 
writer-director Travis Russ put together this lovely show, drawing on 
interviews that his New York-based company conducted in Miracle Village, 
Florida, a small settlement populated with convicted sex offenders. Dodging 
prurience and judgment, the piece, dotted with brief songs by Priscilla 
Holbrook, is a deceptively gentle look at redemption, faith (a local pastor 
emerges as a charismatic character), and what makes a community. 
Discomfort slowly seeps in as you find yourself sympathizing with some of 
the men, just as you remember that these seemingly nice guys were 
described as proficient liars. Under its plain exterior—the stage is nearly 
bare, the tone willfully low-key—the play is a heartbreaking, complicated 
portrait of people adrift. 

	


